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Prague special issue: Functional genomics and proteomicsThe over-reaching theme for the 34th FEBS Congress (Prague,
2009), which is organized by the Czech Society for Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology, is ‘‘Life’s Molecular Interactions”. Within
such a general ﬁeld, we decided to dedicate this FEBS Letters Spe-
cial Issue to ‘‘Functional Genomics and Proteomics”, which is the
topic of one of the Symposia of the Congress.
In the post-genomic (or proteomic) era in which we are, the
current research activities in the laboratories worldwide are being
focused on the holistic and synergistic analyses of genes and pro-
teins. One of the most relevant approaches, both in their basic
and applied aspects, involves the integrated use of experimental
tools in biochemistry, molecular biology and genetics, biophysics,
bio-computing and proteomics for the comprehension of the fac-
tors that govern the relationships between genes and proteins.
From a structural and functional point of view, understanding
the working system and operating mechanism of the complex net-
work of interactions between macromolecules is of outmost
relevance.
Thus, multidisciplinarity and integration are characteristic fea-
tures of the post-genomic and proteomic research. Genes, gene
products, their regulatory networks, and interactions with envi-
ronment must be analyzed not only from the basic point of the
molecular level, but also as components of higher order structures,
namely metabolic pathways, entire cells and organisms. The recent
parallel advances in the ‘‘-omic” disciplines and information tech-0014-5793/$36.00  2009 Federation of European Biochemical Societies. Published by E
doi:10.1016/j.febslet.2009.04.001nology are making the biological sciences head for another revolu-
tion, the so-called in silico simulation of complex life processes.
Keeping this in mind, this Special Issue aims to bring together
the most exciting research from top scientists in the ﬁeld. Many
of them are invited speakers in Prague, all of them are internation-
ally recognized experts. It is impossible to cover all aspects of
‘‘Functional Genomics and Proteomics” into a single volume, but
I sincerely hope that the selection of themes herein presented will
help the FEBS Letters readers know the state-of-the-art and under-
stand the exciting development and quick progress of current re-
search in biosciences.
I ammost grateful not only to the authors, who have generously
accepted the invitation to contribute these interesting minire-
views, but also to the reviewers of the manuscripts for their helpful
criticisms and comments and to the Editorial Ofﬁce of FEBS Letters
for their excellent technical assistance and support.
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